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INITIATIVE MEASURE TO BE SUBMI'M'ED DffiECfLY TO· THE EI,ECTORS
,
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The Attorney General has summarized the proposed
as follows:
Highway and Traffic Safety Commission. Initiative Constitutional Amendment. Creates,
and provides for organization of, a Highway
Traffic Safety Commission of five
appointed by Governor with consent of Senate. Prescribes terms of office·
bers. Provides Commission shall succeed to powers and duties of certain existing
relating to highways and enforcement of vehicle laws except
.
.and .tax.
Abolishes present State Highway Commission
transfers
Commission. Preserves existing civil service rights. AuthOriRS
laws
enlarge powers and duties of. .... ...
'.
.
STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
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To the Honorable Secretary of State of the State of California:
We, the undersigned, registered and qualified electors of the County (or City and County) of.........•..••••....••_.......••...••_
.......................................................................... , State of California, hereby present this petition to the Secretary of State of the
State of California, and hereby propose that the Constitution of the State of California -be amended by adding a new Article
thereto, to be numbered XXVII, Sections 1 to 9 inclusive, to read as hereinafter set forth in full, and petition that the
be submitted to the electors of the State of California for their adoption or rejection at the next succeeding general election,
or as provided by law.
The proposed Constitutional Amendment reads in full as follows:
ARTICLE XXVII.
THE HIGHWAY AND TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION
Section 1. Statement of Policy. It is hereby declared that the public welfare demands, and it is the purpose of this
article to create, a single St-ate Commission to be charged wi th the responsibility of developing. and maintaining a system
of State highways designed for safety and adequate to meet present and future traffic needs, of determining the causes of
traffic accidents, of applying remedial measures for the reduction thereof, and of enforcing State traffic regulations.

Sec. 2. Commission created. A Highway and Traffic Safety Commission, herein referred
consisting of five members
the State at large, is hereby created. The Governor' mill
advice and consent of the State Senate, shall appoint the members of the Commission. No
which will result in more than three commissioners being of the same political party.
.
The term of each member of the Commission shall be ten years from the expiration of the telm of his n .....
except that the members first appointed shall classify themselves by lot so that their
tellos shall expire at the
end of two,four, six, eight and ten years from and after January 15, 1939. Every member appointed with the advice
and consent of the Senate shall hold office until his successor is appointed and qualifies.
A vacancy on the Commission occurring before the expiration of the term shall be filled by appointment by the
Governor with the advice and consent of the Senate for the remainder of the tenn. However, if a vacancy occurs between
sessions of the Legislature the Governor shall fill it forthwith by the appointment of a qualified person, and, unless the
appointment is sooner confirmed by the Senate, the person so appointed shall hold office only until the adjournment of
the next session of the Legislature. No vacancy on the Commission shall impair the right of the remaining members to
perform all the duties and exercise all the powers and authority of the Commission.
Each member of the California Highway Commission in office at the time this article becomes operative shall on
that date assume the powers and duties of a member of the Highway and Traffic Safety Commission. He shall serve with·
out salary, and until his position is filled by an appointment hereunder.
The Legislature shall fix the salaries of the Commissioners appointed hereunder. Until so fixed the salary of each
commissioner shall he six thousand dollars per annum. The salary of each commissioner shall commence on the date he
qualifies for office.
The commissioners shall devote all of their time duri ng usual business hours to the performance of their duties.
The State Senate shall have the power by a two·thirds vote of all the members elected thereto to remove any com.
missioner from office.
Sec. 3. Commission successor to certain powers
wise provided in this article, shall exclusively perfonn
relating to highways, outdoor advertising, toll bridges,
now or hereafter imposed or conferred upon any of the

and duties. The Commission shall succeed to and, except as other·
all the duties and exercise the powers, fu~ctions and jurisdiction
other highway crossings, and vehicles, and the use of any thereof,
following:

(1)

The Department of Public Works or any Division thereof;

(2)
(3)

The Director of Public Works;
The California Highway Commission whioh is hereby abolished;

( 4)

The Department of Motor Vehicles, its divisions and bureaus and the director of motor vehicles, except only
as to the registration of vehicles and the collection of fees and taxes in connection therewith.

Each division in the Department of Public Works and in the Department of Motor Vehicles, the powers, duties,
functions and jurisdiction of which are hereby transferred to the Commission, shall, on the operative date of this article,
become a division under and subject to the supervision and control of the Commission. The Commission may, however,
from time to time change, consolidate, or abolish any such di vision, and may create any new division or subdivision as it
may deem necessary and as is consistent with the provisions of this article.

Sec. 4. Civil service rights not affected. This article shall not affect the civil service status or tenure of

person
under the civil service laws of this State. All persons in the State civil service on the operative date of this article, em.
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-IU BE SUBMITTED DffiECTLY TO THE ELECTORS

Highway and Traffic Safety Commission. Initiative Constitutional Amendment. Creates,
and provides for organization of, a Highway and Traffic Safety Commission of five members
appointed by Governor with consent of Senate. Prescribes terms of office and salaries of members. Provides Commission shall succeed to powers and duties of certain existing State agencies
relating to highways and enforcement of vehicle laws except registration and tax collections.
Abolishes present State Highway Commission and transfers California Highway Patrol to new
Commission. Preserves existing civil service rights. Authorizes Legislature to change existing
laws and enlarge powers and duties of Commission concerning highways and vehicular traffic.

ployed in the administration of any statute or law or in the performance of any duty or in the exercise of any power, function
or jurisdiction hereby transferred to the commission shall continue so to be employed under the commission subject to the
provisions of Article XXIV of this Constitution and laws, rul es and reguIations continued in force thereby or adopted
thereunder.
If any vacancy should occur in the position of the St ate highway engineer or in the position of the chief of the
California highway patrol, the commission shall appoint a qualified person to the position in accordance with the State
civil service laws and neither of such positions shall be declared to be exempt from civil service.
Sec. 5. Commission succeeds to property. The Commission shall succeed to the possession and control of all records,
books, papers, offices, equipment, supplies and real and person al property now or hereafter held or available for the perfolwance of those powers and duties which are hereby transferred to the Commission. On and ·after the operative date of this
article, the Commission is hereby authorized to control and expend in the manner now or hereafter provided by law any
moneys, funds or appropriations available for such purposes.
On the operative date hereof the department of finance shall ascertain the amounts under the departmental budget of
the department of motor vehicles for the 90th fiscal year which remain available for expenditure for each of the functions,
powers and duties hereby transferred to the Commission, and the state controller shall, upon certification by the director of
finance, by appropriate entries on his records, allocate such amounts for expenditure by the Commission in the manner
provided by law for carrying out such functions, powers and duties.
Any moneys in the motor vehicle support fund not available for expenditure under said departmental budget may
be made available to the Commission or to the department of motor vehicles under the provisions of section 661 of the
Political Code.
Sec. 6. Organization of the Commission. A majority of the commissioners in office shall constitute a quorum for
the transaction of business. The Commission shall annually elect one of its members as chainnan, but any member who
has been twice elected as chairman shall not be again eligible for such position until the expiration of five years after the
date of his last election. The Commission when in session as a board and not otherwise shall detennine all matters of
general policy under its jurisdiction,and shall likewise perform those duties and exercise those powers heretofore imposed
upon and exercised by the California Highway Commission. The Commission shall not delegate to any member thereof authority to direct any work under its jurisdiction. The Commission shall have power to arrange and classify its work and,
except as in this article otherwise provided, may delegate its powers and duties to its subordinate officers and employees.
The State Highway Engineer shall make studies and prepare and submit to the Commission written recommendations
and reports relative to all allocations of funds for highway purposes, including proposed hudgets of biennial expenditures,
the proposed location, design, method and type of all highway work, including engineering plans, specifications and estimates of cost, the awarding of contracts in connection there with, traffic accidents and hazards and the remedies therefor,
and other matters relating to highways. He shall, subject to the general direction and approval of the Commission, carry
out all necessary work in acquiring, designing, constructing, improving and maintaining highways, toll bridges and other
highway crossings under its jurisdiction, and in placing traffic control devices thereon.
The Chairman of the Commission ·and one other member thereof to be selected by and to serve at the pleasure of
the Governor shall become members of the California Toll Bridge Authority as successors, respectively, to the Chahman of
the California Highway Commission and the Director of Public Works unless and until otherwise provided hy the Legislature.
Sec. 7. Article Self-Executing Legislative Authority. This article is self-executing but legislation may he enacted
to facilitate its operation, and the Legislature may impose additional duties and confer additional powers and jurisdiction
upon the Commission relative to highways, outdoor advertising, toll hridges, other highway crossings, and vehicles, and
the use of each thereof. The Legislature shall not be limited by any provision of this Constitution in delegating to or conferring upon the Commission the power to adopt orders, rules -and regulations for the preservation of any highway or highways, toll bridges and other highway crossings under its jurisdiction and -the safety or convenience of vehicular and other
traffic thereon, but the Legislature shall prescribe the penalties to be imposed for violation of any such rule or regulation.
Sec. 8. Existing laws and rules. This article shall no t repeal in whole or in part any existing law not inconsistent
herewith nor shall any action or order heretofore taken or made by existing authority become ineffective unless expressly
changed or nullified by the Commission. The Legislature rna y amend or repeal existing laws and enact new laws relating
to the powers, duties and jurisdiction hereby imposed upon or vested in the Commission but shall not vest the same in any
other administrative agency of the State.
Sec. 9.

Operative date.

This article shall become operative on the 15th day of January, 1939.
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